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Open house will — 
celebrate restoration 


of former Camas store. 


AMAS — When Ohio native 

Charles Farrell arrived in the un- 

incorporated area known as La- 
camas in 1891, cows roamed the 
streets and an entry-level wage at the 


paper mill was $1.50 a day, 


‘Today the Farrell name is all over 
town — famously responsible for his- 
toric properties like the Liberty The- 
ater on Fourth Avenue and the historic 
family seat on Northeast Ione Street, 


where Charles Farrell’s grandson, 


Glenn, still lives. 


But one property the family no 
longer owns is the Farrell & Eddy de- 
partment store building at the corner 
of Fourth and Birch — a distinguished 
concrete block structure topped with a 
smattering of tasteful decorative stripes 
and patterns. 

Charles Farrell had worked at the pa- 
per mill fora dozen years, marrying lo- 
cal girl Rose Roffler, when he pur- 
chased a two-story, wood-frame build- 
ing at that spot, a general store called 
the Ranck Grocer, in 1903: 

In the 1920s the Farrells decided to 


“tear down the old building and replace 


it with a stone building designed by 


: Rose’s brother-in-law, John Roffler. The 


store was topped by apartments. 
The new building was the jewel of 
Soon Camas. 


Walk-in closets, Murphy hideaway 
beds, high ceilings with skylights an 
sophisticated, modular kitchen cabi- 
netry added up to luxuriously mode: 
living quarters with a top-down view 
downtown’s main drag. 

- But the apartments have been vac 
since the early 1970s. 

The first floor, meanwhile, started 
out as a Golden Rule store, a chain tl 
later adopted its founder’s name, J.C 
Penney. Eventually it became the Fa 
rell & Eddy department store. The 
store closed for good in 1998. 

The whole building stayed locked 
until it was bought by the perseverin 
Lon Combs, who has made rehabilit 
tiona family affair. 
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